Washington’s Revolutionary War Account Book in His Own Hand

When George Washington was chosen by the Continental Congress to be Commander-In-Chief of the Ameri-
can Armies, he stated that he would accept no payment but that he would keep an exact account of his
expenses. So accurate were Washingtons accounts (June 1776 to 1783) that a later audit showed, out of more
than $160,000, a discrepancy of “89-90 of one dollar.” The account contains a series of payments for espionage,
although Washington kept secret the names of his agents. It also lists such items as “To Barber at Sundry
times — 5 pounds 10 shillings.” The double account columns were caused by the difference in the currency

of the various colonies and “lawful” or coin currency.
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